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Book review: Nameless bodies / disembodied bodies1, a review of Congratulations, You have 

just met the Casuals: The True Story of Aberdeen’s Staunchest Fans, by Dan Rivers 
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It is a moving account and it is full of bodies in motion – drinking bodies, cheering bodies, 

fighting bodies, well-dressed bodies, and bodies on trains, train stations, supporters’ buses, 

home-ends, away-ends, police-stations, and hospitals.2 Nearly all of these are public places 

except for the occasional visit to someone’s flat. Hence these were public bodies filling up public 

spaces, in large numbers, and hence they were a major concern for government ministers, tabloid 

media journalists, and moral crusaders of all persuasions. People understood the old phenomenon 

of skinheads and older men, wearing club colours, terrorizing towns on match-days. However, 

very few understood the new breed of 1980s Soccer Casuals, or even wanted to understand. 

This ASC (Aberdeen Soccer Casuals) book has a strange floating narrative. Because no names 

are used (the rule is broken in one or two places but we still only get nicknames), and there are 

few dates, the book takes on a dreamlike quality. The author is confronted by real moments of 

humiliation and physical pain, as when he was set upon by Celtic scarfers in Dundee (and saved 

by an anonymous Celtic casual) and stabbed in another late encounter (summer 1988 versus Hibs 

in Edinburgh). 

His humility is obvious. Sometimes he is in the middle-rank of ASC going into battle rather 

than always being in the front one or two rows. 

He is an insider yet an outsider – from rural Inverurie (although he pops up later in 

Stonehaven and this is not explained). Paradoxically, his mobile childhood, when he went to four 

Aberdeenshire schools, meant that he knew heaps of ASC Casuals from all over the place. 

His decline and physical pain mirror the decline of the ASC quite conveniently. He and many 

others drop out of hooliganism around the same time, 1989. Therefore, he avoids having to 

recount the Dundee Utility’s victories over the ASC in 1992 and 1994 as discussed in the 

Dundee Utility book by McCall and Robb.3 

The hilarious story in the book of the young ‘fake’ casuals pouncing on Dan Rivers outside an 

Aberdeen convenience store, and he tells them that he is ‘Aberdeen’ and they are not and that the 

‘real Aberdeen’ is in a nearby pub, sets up instant distinctions which appear to work within the 

narrative as in real-life. However, who exactly is Rivers and who are his friends? We don’t learn 

very much about them unlike in other hooligan memoirs. What job does Rivers have? A ‘trainee 

manager,’ he says on page 209. In what? In the ‘retail trade,’ he says on page 234, which doesn’t 

really explain much either. Who is he beyond soccer? 

The desire to protect himself and his friends from police arrests and gang reprisals have 

fashioned this attempt at hyper-anonymity (a markedly different approach to that adopted by 
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Andy Blance in Hibs Boy or John O’Kane in Celtic Soccer Crew).4 This attempt at hyper-

anonymity is both annoying and intriguing. 

Rivers’ failures are described in more detail than his victories, and this is deeply appreciated 

as a marked contrast to other books. However, only he fails, never the ASC. 

The Aberdeen-Dundee-Edinburgh railway-line, and the three cities connected by this line, is 

very significant in and to the book. All of the events, other than the visits to Glasgow, occur 

within or between these three east-coast cities. 

What of the other ‘firms’? Dundee Utility (the combined firm representing both Dundee and 

Dundee United) is consistently written-off as ineffective and laughed at for following two teams. 

By contrast, the Hibernian CCS (Capital City Service) is so effective and powerful that its 

violent, radical and outrageous methods (such as petrol bombs and flares) changed hooliganism 

into something else entirely and diminished its appeal. 

The firms of the ‘Old Firm’ of Celtic and Rangers are dismissed as ‘sectarian’ and Rangers’ 

ICF copied the ICF name from the West Ham casuals. Only the ASC is perfect. 

To conclude, the author took risks (in real-life as with authorship) and used a relatively 

unusual authorial approach for the hooligan memoir genre. Despite this, I found the author’s 

humility to be refreshing and the overall approach used in the book, to me, is effective. It comes 

across more as a novel (similar to this is Memorial Device by David Keenan about an Airdrie 

post-punk band), a moving tapestry of events, of brightly-coloured young bodies trapped on a 

permanently-moving escalator or, to be more exact, trapped on the trains, pubs, streets, and 

stadiums of the three great cities (or two great cities plus Dundee) of the East of Scotland.5

The bravery and sense of purpose of the ASC Casuals in the early years is also commendable. 

They provided a shield of protection for Aberdeen’s regular fans in the face of invading Celtic 

and Rangers’ fan-armies who would terrorize the city and the stadium, taking liberty after 

liberty, in the pre-Casuals era. The ASC performed a similar role at Ibrox and Parkhead where 

the Casuals soaked up all of the hostility of the Rangers’ and Celtic regular fans, meaning that 

the Aberdeen regular fans could come and go in relative safety. The positive roles played by the 

Casual firms have rarely been commented upon, as journalists, academics, police commissioners, 

and government ministers have lined up to condemn them and impose penalties on them which 

have often exceeded those of sex-offenders or other non-soccer-related lawbreakers who, in 

many people’s opinion, would be imposing far more serious costs upon society and its innocents. 

Society need not fear – the probability of 700-strong mobs of Casuals replicating the ASC of the 

1983-89 period is effectively zero, at least in the UK. 

As the late Steve Redhead wrote in Football and Accelerated Culture, we should respect the 

football hooligan memoir genre as genuine historical works written by often first-time authors 

who, in any other context, we would be encouraging to put pen to paper.6 Although not all facts 

can be relied upon, in many cases, the memoirs reveal incidents and people not covered in more 

conventional histories and, at the very least, offer tantalizing ideas for future academic work. 

A rough timeline: 1982-83: Rivers joins the ASC; 1985-86: peak of the Casuals era; 1989: 

decline and withdrawal. 
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Notes 

1 .The word ‘disembodied’ is used here in the sense of the second meaning provided by Collins 

English Dictionary & Thesaurus, ‘seeming not to be attached to or coming from anyone.’ 

2. Rivers, Congratulations, You have just met the Casuals. 

3. McCall and Robb, After the Match the Game Begins.  

4. Blance, Hibs Boy; O’Kane, Celtic Soccer Crew.  

5. Keenan, This is Memorial Device. 

6. Redhead, Football and Accelerated Culture. 


