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Review of: 
 
Joseph Francese (ed) (2009) Perspectives on Gramsci: Politics, Culture and Social Theory. 

Abingdon: Routledge. 206pp. 

 

As the editor states in the introduction, the purpose of this volume is to provide those interested in Gramsci 

with an insight into how he is ‘read’ today and ‘how different Gramscian categories and theories are being 

used in diverse ways in different fields’ (pp.5-6).  The twelve essays are organised alphabetically by author; 

apparently to allow ‘readers the creative freedom to pursue the volume in their own individual way’ (p.6). 

 

While the book claims a primary interest in ‘the applicability of Gramsci’s thought to crucial questions at the 

crux of contemporary US and world civilization’ (p.5), many of the essays focus predominantly on the 

interpretative agenda. This tends to undermine somewhat its principal purpose, but the quality of 

scholarship which these essays bring to some of the key concepts and themes in Gramsci’s thought – 

political organisation (Stanley Aronowitz), the Gramsci-Labriola relationship (Roberto Dainotto), Gramsci’s 

theory of labour (Michael Denning), common sense (Guido Liguori) and Italy’s Southern Question (Frank 

Rosengarten) - places them among the best in the volume. The chapters by Denning and Liguori are 

particularly impressive, not only for the exhaustive and penetrating analysis, but also for the convincing 

arguments they raise. 

 

The remaining essays provide not only authoritative and persuasive ‘readings’ of Gramsci but also 

innovative applications of his ideas in anthropology (Kate Crehan), media studies (Marcia Landy), 

international relations (Stephen Gill), international political economy (David F. Ruccio) and  postcolonial 

studies (Epifanio San Juan Jr.). There is considerable focus on US politics, and the essays by Joseph 

Buttigieg and Benedetto Fontana in particular contain intriguing applications of Gramsci’s ideas on civil 

society to recent developments in American politics.  The richest empirical analyses in the volume are 

carried out by Kate Crehan and Epifanio San Juan Jr. Crehan draws on the Gramscian dialectic between 

intellectuals and mass to carry out a fascinating analysis of urban regeneration projects in the UK.  While 

Epifanio San Juan Jr engages in a brilliant critique of mainstream postcolonial studies from a Gramscian 

‘national-popular’ perspective which he applies authoritatively to the Philippines. 

 

Although the volume’s disjointed nature may not be to everyone’s taste, its principle merit – and point of 

unity – is that it demonstrates how Gramsci’s ideas remain at the centre of debates about the  contemporary 

social and political world and how his ideas can be employed effectively in a whole range of disciplines. It 

deserves to be read widely by both new and seasoned scholars of Gramsci.    

 

MARK MCNALLY 


